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DISEASES OF THE TEA BUSH

CHAP.

of view it is fortunate that the practice has fallen into
disfavour. When a bush is collar pruned all the new shoots
must necessarily arise at ground level, and there cannot be
any development of a new main stem. The old wood decays
down from the top, and the bush becomes a cluster of stems
arising from the shell of the old main stem. In the most
favourable case the new stems produce roots, and ultimately,
when the old stem has disappeared, the bush is replaced by
a group of more or less independent single-stemmed plants,
usually weak and unthrifty.
As far as is possible, cutting back the main stem of the
bush should be avoided. It is sometimes necessary to do
so in the treatment of stem diseases and branch canker,
but it should not be done merely as a pruning operation.
When all the branches arise from ground level, the danger of
attack by Rosellinia is greatly increased, because of the
accumulation of dead leaves in the base of the bush. Further,
it is impossible to treat some stem diseases properly if there
is no main stem to cut back on. This question deserves
more attention than has yet been given it, especially as
regards the first cutting back of young tea, for it is that
which decides what the main stem of the bush is going
to be.
On one estate in Ceylon, after bushes had been collar
pruned, the new shoots grew to a height, of about 18
inches and then died back. On examination it was found
that the shoots were ringed at the base. The bark was
blackened for a short distance, and then became friable and
broke up into fragments. Meanwhile, a callus formed round
the stem above the injury, as in the case of nursery plants
ringed at the collar. The disease did not extend up the stem,
but the shoot died because its water supply was cut off.
Subsequently clusters of shoots developed round the base of
the dead shoot.
A. fungus, probably a RMzoctonia, was found to be fairly
common in the soil round the bush, whence it spread to
and overran the bases of the stems. Treatment with a
fungicide during the rains was ineffective. The shoots
which developed subsequently during the dry weather were
not attacked.